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Simi Settlers’ Amateur Radio Club 


Short Circuit 


The next meeting is at the 
Simi Senior Center, 
3900 Avenida Simi, Simi Valley. 
Thursday July 14, 2024 at 7:00 PM. 


NO CLUB PIZZA - Thursday July 4, 2024 


Is Toppers even open? 


July 2024 


13 Souls Run in Simi Valley - August 24 
Last year we supported the 13 Souls run/walk event right here in Simi Valley. Got a handheld, 
mobile installation, or Go box? We provided communications support as hundreds of people 
transverse the Arroyo bike path by running, walking, and rolling. 


You can go the the details at: https://13soulsrun.org/ 


More information at the July and August meetings, contact is club president Brian KM6MIN. 


August Hamfest from theborednet.net, forwarded by Eric KE6MLF 


The guys over at theborednet.net are putting on a local exposition. It will be on August 31 at CSU 
Channel Islands. You can go the the details at: 


http://www.theborednet.net/index.php/2023/09/10/special-announcement-expo/ 


They are looking for speakers or presentations. ~May~ have a gear swap, depending on how the 
details work out selling on state property. 
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Nets of Interest 


LSB Net Condor LSB Net Channel Islands LSB Net SSARC SSB HF Net 
8pm 3.908 MHz Connection 7pm | 8pm 3.908 MHz chapter 8pm 3.908 MHz 8:30am 

(Plays Newsline) 10-10 International 7.240 (+ or - QRM/N) 
SSARC 2 Meter Net* | Frazier Mountain | ACS Area 1 28.34 MHz 40 meter 
8:30 pm 224.720-1.6 MHz | Simi Valley at 10AM and 6PM 
SMRA-ERN Repeater | PL156.7 SMRA-ERN 7:05pm CW-QRP 
146.805 -0.6MHz Repeater 146.805 Mesh VOIP Net* 9am 7.032 MHz 
PL100.0 or 445.580 -0.6MHz PL100.0 or | 8pm 2.4/5.8 GHz Mesh 
-5.0MHz PL100.0 445.580 -5.0MHz Quad Squad net 

PL100.0 1PM on 21.365 MHz 

The Newbie net 
7 pm, Bozo Repeater ATN-CA Net 
147.885 (— 127.3) 


ACS Area 1 
Simplex net, 
6:45 PM on 

145.510MHz 


Additional information on local nets can be found on the CVARC web site at: http:/Awww.cvarc.org 


* For more information, see http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/ 


Here are our 8:30 PM Sunday night net controllers for the next month: 


Jun 2 Brian KM6MIN 
9 Kevin KD6UTC 
16 Matt N3AR 
23 Ron K6RIN 
30 Matt KN6SEC 


July 2024 


ACS/ARES Corner 


Frank Valdez KI6OQ is the Area 1 Emergency Coordinator 


We are always looking for ACS members that would like to 
become Net Controllers. You will receive hands-on training at the 
Simi Valley PD (where we normally conduct the Weekly Net). It is both 
fun and at times challenging. You will gain valuable experience in 
running a controlled Net as well as becoming more than just familiar 
with the equipment in the Radio Room at the PD. If you would like to 
volunteer for this, just message Frank Valdez at 


frankki6oq@gmail.com. 


If anyone is interested in how to set up your own packet station, RMS Winlink station, or a Mesh 
Node, contact Frank, he will point you in the right direction. 


The Area 1 (Simi Valley) net occurs Tuesdays. Generally it is just a brief check in, but usually some 
news about upcoming events is passed on. Stop by and say Hi. You do not have to do anything 
other than check in to test out your simplex or repeater connection. 


The HF net during summer months is on 7.242 +/- at 6:30 PM. 


The simplex net is on 145.510 at 6:45 PM. 


The repeater net is on the 146.805 (-, PL100) repeater at 7:00 PM. 


NOTE: Please be advised that we hold the Tuesday countywide net at 19:30 (7:30PM) on the 
Sulphur Mountain WD6EBY repeater 145.200, minus 600 KHz offset, CTCSS of 127.3. Until 
further notice, this will be our standard frequency for countywide communications. 


Visit vecomm.org for more updates. 
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Member Updates 


Mount Davidson, San Francisco By Ron Nelson K6RIN 


Summits on the Air (SOTA) has been a passion of mine for the past five years, to the 
degree that | try to hike to a summit with my ham radio gear at least once per week. SOTA 
rules state that an activator (ham radio hiker) can only get credit for each mountain once 
per calendar year, so I’m constantly on the lookout for a new mountain summit to hike. 
One of my bucket-list summits over the past few years has been Mount Davidson, 
(W6/NC-423) situated in the heart of San Francisco. 


There are a few reasons I’ve wanted to do Davidson. First of all, there is a ham operator, 
Elliott KEEL, who lives in San Francisco and activates this mountain almost weekly to earn 
Summit-to-Summit points. | currently have 79 Summit-to-Summit QSO’s with Elliot in my 
log. To activate this mountain would give me a “SOTA Complete,” (chased and activated 
mountain). Secondly, Mount Davidson was used in the scene of one of my favorite movies, 
“Dirty Harry.” Clint Eastwood played Dirty Harry, who was badly beaten by the 
kidnap/murder suspect he was chasing at the foot of a large cement cross at the top of the 
mountain. (Of course Dirty Harry got his bad guy in the end— “Go ahead, make my day”) 
Thirdly, activating Mount Davidson would give me another “Unique” activation, or one that | 
have never done before. 


One day this past February | woke up on an ordinary Wednesday. After breakfast, | had 
the sudden idea to drive to San Francisco to finally hike and activate Mount Davidson. 
After quickly packing and saying goodbye to my supportive XYL, | hit the road and made it 
to SF by late afternoon. | scouted the mountain trailhead and then found a hotel nearby 
and settled in for the evening. 


The next morning, | checked out of the hotel and made it to the trail head around 8:00 AM 
with all my gear, including a Yaesu FT-891, 12ah Bioenno battery, MFJ-1979 vertical 
antenna, and related parts and pieces. Mount Davidson, at 937’ above sea level, is a very 
short and easy hike at just under a half-mile to the top, with 144 feet of elevation gain. 
There was a thick blanket of fog that covered the mountain initially, but it burned off 
relatively quickly, giving way to gorgeous views of San Francisco and the Golden Gate 
Bridge. The large cross mentioned earlier was at the top and can be seen by many all 
around the City. 


Radio propagation was better than I’ve experienced in a long time. | worked 10-meters 
SSB initially and easily worked 13 DX contacts all over the globe, including Quebec, 
England, Germany, Belgium, Portugal, and South Africa. | logged a total of 52 QSO’s in 1 
hour and 20 minutes on 10, 20, 40, and 2-meters. | even made contact with KEEL who was 
at work in his office that morning. After packing up and hiking back to the car, | drove 
home, stopping for a tri-tip sandwich at Harris Ranch. All in all, an epic SOTA trip. 
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Here are some photos: 
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2024 Field Day Pictures By Mike K6VI 
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More Field Day Pictures By Donnie KN6TTN 


Looks like Donnie stopped by to see Matt KN6SEC, Jim KJ6LXJ, and Frank KI6QOQ late at 
night. 
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Internet Resources 
simisettlers.org - us! 
cvarc.org - Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club 
k6mep.org - Ventura County Amateur Radio Club 
vcars.org - Ventura County amateur Radio Society 
pvarc.club - The home of many of the counties repeaters 
arednmesh.org - Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network 
vccomm.org - Ventura County ACS / ARES 
www.arrl.org - American Radio Relay League 
archive.org/details/simi-settlers-arc - Our old newsletters! 
qrz.com - forums, for sale, articles 
eham.net - forums, for sale, articles (kind of a zombie site) 
Under the groups.io banner (a free account is required): 

groups.io/g/SimiSettlers/messages - A great place to post 


groups.io/g/SIMI-VALLEY-HAMMESHNET/messages 
vc-acs.groups.io/g/main/messages - 


vc-acs.groups.io/g/area-1/messages - 
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SSARC Marketplace 


This section of the newsletter is for Simi Settler club members to post various used or previously 
owned items for sale that they may no longer have a need or use of. Please submit a brief 
description of the sale items (along with a photo if possible) and suggested price to Eric Oberg 
KE6MLF, the newsletter editor, at least two days before newsletter publication. It is suggested that 
a portion of each sale be donated to the SSARC treasury to help support the club’s several activities. 
The term “OBO” means “Or Best Offer” and serves only as a starting point in negotiating a fair 
price. 


MFJ-335 MOBILE ANTENNA MAGNETIC MOUNT 


This heavy-duty 5”diameter magnetic antenna mount uses a powerful 2.5 pound magnetic base for 
secure mounting on top of most vehicles. It features a standard 3/8-24 threaded receptacle for attaching 
various hamstick or other whip antennas as needed. The 9-1/2 ft. length of RG-58 cable has a standard 
PL-259 UHF end connector. Typical cost of this magnetic antenna mount from MFJ or DX Engineering 
is $29.95. 


Condition: Excellent Price: $5 or OBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV6I (805-231-9683) 
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RADIO SHACK PRO-2044 SCANNER 


PRO-2044 


The PRO-2044 is an 80-channel programmable scanner capable of receiving both AM and FM 
modulated signals in the HF, VHF and UHF bands ranging from 29 MHz to 512 MHz. The scanner’s 
channels are divided into 10 channel-storage banks of 8 channels each. The scanner also has an 
additional 10 monitor memories available for temporary frequency storage if desired. The unit features 
keypad entry programming buttons plus standard volume and squelch controls to set desired audio level. 
The unit has a built-in internal speaker plus a headphone output jack. Power requirement is 12VDC 
with an AC adapter included. Rear antenna input is a BNC-type connector for connecting to an outdoor 
antenna or to a small collapsible whip (included). Size is 8” wide x 7’deep x 3” high. Instruction 
manual is included. 


Condition: Very Good Price: $10 or OBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV6I (805-231-9683) 
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MFJ-281 CLEAR TONE SPEAKER 


AFL Clear Tone Speaker 
Model MFJ-28) 


This communications speaker is specially designed to provide clear speech within a narrow 600 to 4000 
Hz frequency range that’s specifically tailored to enhance voice communications. The result is 
improved audio quality that is free of the typical noise, static and hum that may be present in wide-range 
speakers. The speaker housing contains a 3-inch Mylar speaker cone with a fine mesh grill that allows 
sound to radiate without being muffled. The housing is of heavy duty construction with a swivel 
mounting bracket that allows you to direct sound where you want it. The speaker is 8 ohms and is rated 
at 8 watts and comes with a 6-ft. audio cable and 3.5mm mono plug. Typical cost of this speaker is 
listed at $19.95. 


Condition: Excellent Price: $5 or OBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV6I (805-231-9683) 
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REALISTIC PRO-42 SCANNER 


The PRO-42 is a handheld 10-channel programmable scanner radio capable of receiving FM frequencies 
in three separate bands: 30 MHz to 54 MHz (VHF Low), 138 MHz to 174 MHz (VHF High) and 380 
MHz to 512 MHz (UHF). The unit features keypad entry programming buttons plus standard volume 
and squelch controls to set desired audio level. The display is an LCD type with a backlit display for 
improved readability in low-light conditions. It includes a channel lockout capability with an optional 
2-second scan delay to eliminate missed replies. The unit has a built-in internal speaker plus a 
headphone output jack. Antenna input is a BNC-type connector for connecting to an 8-inch flexible 
antenna (included) or an outdoor antenna if desired. Power (9VDC) is provided by six internal AA 
batteries or via an external power jack. A separate charger input is also provided should rechargeable 
1.25 volt nickel-cadmium batteries be used instead. A convenient belt clip is also provided for ease of 
use. 

Dimensions are 6.75” tall x 2.75” wide x 1.50” deep. Weight is 15.9 Oz. 


Condition: Very Good Price: $5 orOBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV6I (805-231-9683) 
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LAFAYETTE RADIO MODEL TE-50 TUBE TESTER 
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This portable tube tester from Lafayette Radio is perfect for testing vacuum tubes from classic radios 
and television receivers sold back in the day. It has eight tube sockets capable of testing standard Octal, 
Loctal, 7-pin miniature, 9-pin miniature types as well as well as 9- and 12-pin Compactron tubes and 
nuvistor tubes that were popular back in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Tests include leakage, shorts and tube 
emission (e.g.- gain or u-measurements). The tester includes a slide-out chart drawer plus supplemental 
charts for newer-type tubes listing the required selector switch and slide switch settings for each tube 
under test including a test clip for testing tubes with high-voltage anode top caps such as those used for 
horizontal sweep circuits of earlier televisions. Similar Lafayette Model TE-50 Tube Testers are listed 
on E-Bay for $99.99 or more. 


Condition: Very Good Price: $10 or OBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV6I (805-231-9683) 
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RADIO SHACK MODEL 15-1244 RF MODULATOR 


This Radio Shack RF modulator can provide an NTSC type RF signal to older TVs or video monitors 
that require an analog signal as an input. The output is user-selectable for either channel 3 or channel 4 
output and can provide 75 ohm or 1k ohm impedance. Input is AV video/video using standard 
phono-type plug cables. An RF coax jumper cable is provided. 


Condition: Excellent Price: $5 or OBO. Contact Mike Tweedy KV6I (805-231-9683) 
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From Glenn WA6GNB 


GrandStream # 1620/1625 telephone for sale. New — still in the original box. Compatible 
with our MESH system. $30.00 Contact Glen at gnb.2112@yahoo.com 


From Sergey KT4UFA - ut4ufa@gmail.com 
TYT MD-390 GPS for sale. 


It's hardly been used, mostly sitting on a shelf for radio traffic monitoring, so it's in excellent 
condition. 


Features include supports both analog and digital DMR, GPS function, TXT messaging, 
group and private calling, as well as a logbook. 


Additionally, there's the option to download custom firmware, offering numerous new features 
and unique customization options. 


Included in the original set are: 
DMR transceiver 
Antenna 
Battery 
Charging station with power supply 
Earphones 
Programming cable 


Price: $75 
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Alinco DX-SR8 


Removable face, for remote installation in car or truck. 
1.6-30MHz 

CW, SSB, AM, FM. 

10, 50, 100 Watt. 

Very good condition. 


Included in the original set are: 
HF transceiver 
Microphone 
Power cord 
$400, or BO. 
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AC-DC switching power supply. 

Input 115V AC 50-60Hz 

Output 12V DC 5.4 Amps 

It has small trimer to fine adjust output voltage 
Dimensions: 7.5*5*2.5 

Free, self pickup. 
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Frequency counter, Datascan C1400 

Sensitivity 50 mVpp 

The input BNC connectors are a little bit rusty, need cleaning up. 
Internal battery is dead, was removed, and needs replacement. 


To power up the device, on the back side present a connector for external power supply. 
| made calibration, but the frequency counter is equipped with simple crystal quartz, so 
accuracy and stability is not so good. 

Free, self pickup. 


MODEL CI400 |1OHZ—I.4GHZ Frequency count 
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Universal, programmable, multi chemistry battery charger: 
Hyperion EOS 720i Super DUO 3 


+ Various cables set. 


+ PC control and monitor software. 


Power supply: eFuel 30A 540W 


$150 


& Hyperion EOS Control & Data Suite 
File Tools Help 


Chargers (detected) 
) COM4/Hyperion EOS0720i SuperDuo3 
&- Channel #1 
| Control function 
|» Data viewer 
po4 Memory editor 
Po Lo User setup 
&: Channel #2 
| Control function 
| Data viewer 
a= Memory editor 
~-- User setup 
Overview (cell gap) 
Charger 
Automatic COM Port check 


ee: 
Fetwetoge: [12628 Switch to Tab view 
Channel 1 Channel 2 
Current operation: | Idle Current operation: | Idle 
Current status: | Automatic finish Current status: | Automatic finish 
paren ete = /01: 0.000 octet vtage: (0b © /01: 0.000 
E10 1 vl 2 10. 1 ‘ 
anes | (02: 0.000 ores Iter ; 02: 0.000 
y 03: 0.000 OnE 5 y 03: 0.000 
Output capacity: |0 * coperay: ° C 
Cycle number [0 i 04: 0.000 Cycle number [0 | 04: 0.000 
Games: | Gn ' 05: 0.000 Charge time: [90:00:00 ! 05: 0.000 
Cell gap: 0.000 206: 0.000 Cell gap: 0.000 3 06: 0.000 
Pack Ri (Ohm) [9 s 07: 0.000 Pack Ri (mOhm) [9 s 07: 0.000 
Charge level |p Tag: Chavgelevel®» [9 Tag: 
Stop! | Corfim cel | | Tagthis/next charge | Stop! Confim cell# | Tagthis/next charge | 
COM@Hyperion EO $0720! SuperDuos - CH:1 2s (COMdHyperion EO $07201 SuperDuos - CH:2 
Version: 2013-08-21 
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Simi Settlers’ Amateur Radio Club Web Page: http://www.simisettlers.org/index.htm 
Simi Settlers’ ARC Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SimiSettlersARC 
Mail: P.O. Box 2125 Simi Valley, CA 93062-2125 
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Linda Parker (805) 558-1731 cell kj6lxj@gmail.com 


Elmers and Members at Large 


Advisor Morse Code John Percival WI60 
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Simi Settlers Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2125 = Simi Valley, Ca 93062-2125 --- (www.simisettlers.org) 


Membership Application 


Type of Application: Type of Membership: ye 
ley, Ca. 

New Member [| Individual ($25/yr) (1 
Renewal Family ($30/yr) 
Name: Day & Month of Birth: 

(Omit year) 
Call: Class: ARRL: Yes No 
Address: City: State: Zip: 
Phone: ( ) Alt. Phone: ( ) 
E-Mail Address: 
Additional Family Members: 
Name: Day & Month of Birth: 

(Omit year) 
Call: Class: ARRL: Yes No 
Name: Day & Month of Birth: 

(Omit year) 
Call: Class: ARRL: Yes No 
Name: Day & Month of Birth: 

(Omit year) 
Call: Class: ARRL: Yes [| No [1 
Badges requested: Yes No How many? X $18.00 = $ 
Name (s) Call(s): 
Shirt Printing: Yes No How many? X $25.00 = $ 
Name (s) Call(s): (Self Supplied Polo Shirt, no emblem or pocket) 
Hats Requested: Yes No 0 How many? X $20.00 = $ 


Name (s) Call(s): 


OFFICE USE ONLY 


Application type: New |) Renewal ( Membership type: Individual [) Family | 


Date Received: Amount Received: Database completed: 


Badges and Shirts ordered: 
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